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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS:TECH, ENRGY 

SUBJECT:OTEC TEAM VISIT 
REE: RECIFE 100 

1. RECENT VISIT 5/15 THROUGH 5/24, 1978 BY COMPUTER 
SCIENCE CORPORATION EMPLOYEES JACK L. EVANS, JAMES 
WARD, GEORGE A. STEVENS AND TITO VILLARREAL TO BRAZIL 
WAS IN CONNECTION WITH THEIR NOAA SUBCONTRACT ON DOE'S 
OCEAN THERMAL ENERGY CONVERSION PROGRAM. OBJECTIVE WAS 
TO EXAMINE SERVICES WHICH WOULD BE AVAILABLE LOCALLY TO 
SUPPORT A SITING STUDY FOR AN OTEC EXPERIMENT ABOUT 250 
MILES OFFSHORE RECIFE. 
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2. GROUP WENT TO RIO DE JANEIRO AND RECIEE. IN RIO THEY 
MET WITH TAYLOR BELCHER 1 1 1, US VICE COUNSEL FOR 
ECONOMICS, CMDR ROBERTO FERNANDO RODRIGUES, DIRECTOR OE 
OCEAN RESEARCH EOR MINISTRY OF MARINAS AND FISHERIES, 

AND ROQUE DE MATA, FORMER BRAZILIAN COUNSEL GENERAL IN 
NEW ORLEANS, NOW RETIRED. IN RECIEE, MET WITH MR. 
HOFEENBERG,US COUNSEL, D. LYON, VICE COUNSEL, ALERCIO 
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COSTA AND PAUL STATHIO OF WILSON AND SON SHIPPING AGENTS, 
AND EVALDO ALBUQUERQUE MELLO AND VLADIMIR M. DE 
NASCIMENTA OF WILLIAMSON SHIPPING AGENTS. LATTER FIRMS 
EXPECTED TO PROVIDE INFORMATION TO COMPUTER SCIENCES 
CORP ON COST AND AVAILABILITY OP LOCAL SERVICES POR 
THEIR STUDY. GROUP ALSO VISITED U. OF PERNAMBUCO AND MET 
WITH LOURINALDO CAVALCANTI AND SEVERAL FACULTY MEMBERS. 

3. PARA 5 REFTEL SUGGESTS OTEC PROJECT MAY REPRESENT 
ATTRACTIVE OPPORTUNITY FOR JOINT PROGRAM IN NON-NUCLEAR 
ENERGY. THIS IDEA HAS BEEN PUT FORWARD TO GOB IN CONTEXT 
OF US-BRAZIL CONSULTATIVE GROUP ON ENERGY A NUMBER OF 
TIMES BUT WITHOUT SUCCESS. ARRANGEMENTS FOR COOPERATION 
ON WORKING LEVEL NOW BEING MADE IN CONNECTION WITH NOAA- 
DOE PROJECT COULD POSSIBLY LEAD TO MORE PORMAL STRUCTURE 
IN FUTURE. 

4. PARA 4 REFTEL NOTES OTEC TEAM HAS BEEN MADE AWARE 
THAT BRAZILIAN NAVY APPROVAL WILL BE NEEDED. THE U.S. 

DOES NOT RECOGNIZE THE NEED FOR HOST COUNTRY APPROVAL FOR 
MARINE RESEARCH PROJECTS CONDUCTED IN THE WATER COLUMN 
250 MILES OFF THE HOST COUNTRY BY A U.S. FLAG VESSEL. 

FOR U.S. FLAG VESSELS, WE DO RECOGNIZE COASTAL STATE 
JURISDICTION OVER MARINE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH WITHIN A 
THREE-MILE TERRITORIAL SEA, ALL FISHERIES RESEARCH WITHIN 
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12 MILES OF THE COAST, SOME MARINE MAMMAL RESEARCH WITHIN 
200 MILES, A VERY LIMITED CATEGORY OF FISHERIES RESEARCH 
WITHIN 200 MILES, AND RESEARCH CONCERNING THE CONTINENTAL 
SHELF AND UNDERTAKEN THERE. HOWEVER, ALL PORT CALLS BY 
A U.S. FLAG RESEARCH VESSEL, INCLUDING THOSE IN SUPPORT 
OFA PROGRAM 250 MILES OFPSHORE, WOULD REQUIRE PORT STATE 
APPROVAL. IN ADDITION, DEPARTMENT IS AWARE THAT 
VIRTUALLY ALL MARINE RESEARCH CONDUCTED BY A BRAZILIAN 
ENTITY MUST BE APPROVED BY BRAZILIAN NAVY, AND THEREFORE 
ANY BRAZILIAN INSTITUTION WITH WHICH OTEC TEAM MAY 
CONTRACT WOULD NEED BRAZILIAN NAVY APPROVAL. DEPARTMENT 
WOULD APPRECIATE KNOWING CONTEXT IN WHICH AMCONSUL 
INDICATED TO OTEC TEAM THAT BRAZILIAN NAVY APPROVAL WILL 
EVENTUALLY BE NEEDED. CHRISTOPHER 
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